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PPrr eessiiddeenntt ’’ ss  MM eessssaaggee::   
 

As I write this column we 
have just held our fourth 
biennial Christkindlmarkt. 
What a fun time!  Our café 
was filled with people 

enjoying the great bratwurst platter and 
bienenstich dessert and the non-alcoholic 
gluhwein seems to have developed a 
reputation as we ran out a couple of times.  
Kudos to Richard for somehow managing to 
keep up with demand. 
 

A huge thank you goes to my fellow 
committee members for their hard work in 
making this event a success:  Alina and 
Christa S. in the kitchen, Inge for 
coordinating the cookies and cakes, and 
Annemarie for publicity.  To everyone who 
worked so hard before, during and after the 
Christkindlmarkt many many thanks.  We 
really connect with the community at this 
event and this year seemed to be especially 
focused on that.  
 

Looking forward to 2016 I wish all of you a 
healthy and joyful New Year.  I do hope you 
will join us for our many upcoming events 
including the fun of  “Cowboys and 
Immigrants”  to be held in April.  This 
combination line dancing and German dance 
music promises to be a challenge for all.  
Remember also our first Sunday 
Kaffeeklatsch and the Thursday evening 
Stammtisch.  Both give you the opportunity 
to delve into German language and culture. 
 

Again, thank you everyone, members and 
friends, for making 2015 a success.  We 
appreciate each and every one of you.  On 
behalf of the Maennerchor I wish all of you a 
happy and healthy 2016!   
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by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz 

Please take the time to extend a 
hand of friendship:��

�

HHeett ttyy  GGuunnddeerr uudd  
�

Hetty joined the Maennerchor August 12, 2015 and she 
joined as a singer.  Hetty sings in the choir at her church 
in Woodstock and the director of that choir was no other 
than Dorcinda Knauth.  So, thank you, Dorcinda for 
recruiting another singer for the Maennerchor. 
�

Hetty was born in the suburbs of London, England.  She 
studied Occupational Therapy in England, and 
completed a 4 year course in 3 years.  She left England 
when she was 21, moved to New York City and was 
hired at Mercy Hospital, then she moved to Urbana in 
Illinois and then back to this area.  She was at St Francis 
in Poughkeepsie, NY, then Hudson River Hospital 
outside of Newburgh, NY and finally at Northern 
Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck, NY.  She was 
employed for 47 years.   
�

After retiring, Hetty and her husband, Hans, moved to 
Florida for a few years.  When they came back north, 
they settled in Highwoods, Saugerties.  Hetty and Hans 
are married 52 years and have 3 sons and 3 grand-
children.  Her youngest son, Jan, lives next door to Hetty 
and owns and operates the Hungry Bambinos Pizza in 
Saugerties.  I have heard the pizza is excellent as it is all 
made from scratch.   Lazlo lives in California and is a 
manager at Tesla; the manufacturer of electric cars.  
Daniel lives in Buffalo, NY.  He is an electrical engineer 
and heads the quality safety branch at his company. 
�

Although Hetty is retired, she is a busy, busy lady.  
Besides the choir at the Woodstock Reformed Church, 
she is an elder and does at lot of volunteer work.  She 
teaches weaving, calls Bingo for seniors, and volunteers 
at RSVP.  She also sings with the Woodstock 
Community Choral.  In her spare time, she knits, 
crochets and weaves.  Hetty is also a member of the 
Sons of Norway which is how she became acquainted 
with the Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor.   
 
EErr nnsstt   MM oossssll   
�

Ernst joined the Maennerchor May 13, 2015.  He was no 
stranger to the club as his beloved wife Anneliese was a 
member for many years.  His son Ernie sang with the 
choir when he was a teenager.   
�

Ernst was born in New York City on 17th Street and 2nd 
Ave.  He lived there for 18 years and then moved to 
Sawkill, NY.  He met Anneliese at her uncle’s grocery 
store in Sawkill.  Ernst and Anneliese were married 55 
years.  They have 3 children and 7 grandchildren.  Sadly, 

Anneliese is deceased.  All of us that knew her loved and 
miss her.  Ernst’s eldest daughter Barbara is a 24 year Air 
Force veteran and is still employed by the Air Force as a 
civilian.  Andrea is a college professor at SUNY New 
Paltz and Ernie is a Lutheran minister in Newburg, NY. 
�

Ernst was Merchant seaman for 40 years.  He also has 
done construction.  Now, in his retirement years he 
enjoys gardening and being an all around handyman. 
 

LL aauurr eennss  RRiieeddeenneerr   
�

Laurens became a member October 14, 2015, joining as 
a worker. He came to know the Maennerchor through 
John Bruening and Jeff Davis.   The three met at the 
American Legion in Tillson, NY. 
�

Laurens was born in Great Neck, LI.  After 2 or 3 years 
there, his family moved to Highland, NY and then 
eventually to Kingston, NY.  He attended Kingston 
schools, graduating from Kingston High School, also 
graduating from Ulster County Community College and 
SUNY Binghamton.  He majored in German.   
�

He joined the U.S. Navy and served for 8 years.  He 
went on to a career in Navel Intelligence for 22 years in 
the Washington, DC area.  In addition to the 
Maennerchor, Laurens is a member in the Kingston 
Rotary Club, the American Legion in Tillson and is in 
the Legion Color Guard.  
�

Now retired, he enjoys being in the Civil War 
reenactment, cross country skiing and hiking.  
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CCOONNVVAALLEESSCCIINNGG::  Some of our 
members and friends on the road to 
recovery include an amazing array of 
walking wounded, medical healers, 
and surgery veterans.  Recuperating from hospital 
stays, various illnesses, and health related issues are: 
 

Vivian Longto, Jodi Hoyt, Hetty Gunderud, Herman 
Koelmel, Doris Vogt, Bob Zentner’s wife Pat, and 
good friend of the club, dancer par excellence 
Vincent Werling 
 

We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers, and 
wish you all a rapid and successful return to good 
health.  Please send them a friendship note. 
 

GGeessuunnddhheeii tt,,  GGllüücckk,,  iinn  GGootttteess  SSeeggeenn!!   
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Condolences to the friends and family of member 
Earl Johnson, member Joachim Ingellis on the 
passing of his mother Johanna, and past member 
Michael Heilemann. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, 

,,BBrrüüddeerr  uunndd  SScchhwweesstteerrnn  aauuff  LLeebbeenn  uunndd  TToodd’’   
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WWee’’ vvee  hheeaarrdd  yyoouu  
ssiinnggiinngg  aatt  oouurr  llaasstt  
ssiinngg--aalloonngg  ccoonncceerrtt..    
WWee  kknnooww  yyoouu  aarree  
oouutt  tthheerree..    PPlleeaassee  
ccoonnssiiddeerr  jjooiinniinngg  
oouurr  cchhoorruuss..    WWee  

rreehheeaarrssee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthhss  ooff  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  
tthhrroouugghh  MMaayy  wwiitthh  JJaannuuaarryy  ooffff ..    RReehheeaarrssaallss  
bbeeggiinn  aatt  66::4455  pp..mm..  aanndd  eenndd  aabboouutt  88::3300  pp..mm..  
  

OOuurr  mmuussiicc  ddii rreeccttoorr,,  DDrr..  DDoorrcciinnddaa  KKnnaauutthh,,  
aalloonngg  wwii tthh  tthhee  MMuussiicc  CCoommmmii tttteeee,,  cchhoooossee  tthhee  
mmuussiicc  ffoorr  oouurr  sspprriinngg  ccoonncceerrtt  aanndd  ffaall ll   ssiinngg  
aalloonngg  kkeeeeppiinngg  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhee  aabbii ll ii ttiieess  ooff  tthhee  
ssiinnggeerrss  aanndd  tthhee  ddeessii rreess  ooff   oouurr  aauuddiieennccee..    
KKnnoowwlleeddggee  ooff   tthhee  GGeerrmmaann  llaanngguuaaggee  iiss  nnoott  
rreeqquuii rreedd..    SSoo,,  tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  ii tt;;  ii ff   yyoouu  eennjjooyyeedd  
ssiinnggiinngg  aalloonngg  wwii tthh  uuss  iinn  NNoovveemmbbeerr,,  ccoommee  
ssiinngg  aalloonngg  wwii tthh  uuss  nneexxtt  sspprriinngg..     
 



 

 

  

NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  SSTTAATTEE  

SSAAEENNGGEERRBBUUNNDD      II NNCC..  
������������	   

 
���������	


���������  
 

I congratulate and thank all the singers, 
members, and officers of the Kingston 
Maennerchor and Damenchor for their 
gracious hospitality in hosting our 
recent New York State Saengerbund 
Convention and the Bundes Music 
Committee Meeting.  The ideas and 
discussions of this convention may 
lead to the rebirth and future success of 
our New York State Saengerbund.   
 

�� ave� �� ur � �� ängerfeste �
 

Due to our increasing age and declining numbers of our 
singers statewide, our sängerfest participation is at an all 
time low.  To make any improvement we must redefine 
our goals and readjust our processes and procedures.  
Our mutual goal is to promote and advance German culture 
and tradition through music and education but to continue to 
join together as viable choruses we must develop 
alternatives to our traditional sängerfest events.  Some 
specific things that must happen: 
 

Each chorus should review the convention minutes and 
continue the discussion on how to help support and 
improve sängerfest participation and our sängerfest 
future.  For example, for many years each verein 
presented individual chorus performances at sängerfest.  
Perhaps we can adapt some of those characteristics.   
 

Some suggestions included: 
�  Make the sängerfest weekend two days.  This would 

be fair for all choruses to host and participate, and it 
lowers the cost to participants 

�  Eliminate the competitive portion of “Prize Singing” 
�  The Mass Chorus performs 5 to 6 songs as selected 

by the delegates at a BMC meeting 
�  Each chorus submits 3 songs they wish to perform to 

BMC to help reduce duplicate presentations.  Some 
songs have several versions which may be permitted 

�  Some choruses suggested curtailing the current 
competition format for one or two cycles in the 
sängerfest and see how this works for all choruses.   

�  If we can develop a viable format perhaps we 
could have sängerfest biennially. 

 

To reinvent sängerfest we asked all delegates to go back 
to their singers and discuss the options, opinions, 
preferences, alternative choices, and see how their 
members feel.  No suggestions are wrong – every chorus 
has their own explanation for low participation in the 
sängerfest. 
 

�  Each chorus should meet with their director to 
discuss and understand their position on the pros and 
cons to the current sängerfest format.  What do we 
keep?  What do we cut out?  What do we change? 

�  List suggestions on events in which your chorus 
would want to participate:  
o Mass Chorus – with/without individual chorus 

participation – small audiences 
o Prize Singing – with/without adjudicators, 

eliminate for next few sängerfeste).   
o Include sängerfest cycle (2/3 yrs), length (2/3 days). 
o Suggestions on how to fund and offset costs to 

host (concerts, fests, dances). 
�  Submit your suggestions, thoughts, and ideas by mid 

January 2016 so that all the input can be compiled 
and redistributed to all choruses for everyone’s 
review and comment. 

�  At the Spring Bundes Music Committee meeting we 
can develop a more comprehensive plan to further 
discuss and develop a less complicated process of 
sängerfest music/performance. 

 

AAtt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee,,  wwee  mmaayy  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ssccaallee  ddoowwnn  tthhee  ll iisstt  ttoo  tthhee  
vvii ttaall   ccoommppoonneennttss..    TThhiiss  ccaann  tthheenn  bbee  ttaakkeenn  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  
cchhoorruusseess  aanndd  ddiissccuusssseedd  aaddddii ttiioonnaall llyy..    AAtt  tthhee  nneexxtt  
CCoonnvveennttiioonn,,  wwee  wwii ll ll   bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ssaayy  ““ tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  wwee  wwaanntt  
ttoo  ddoo””   ““ tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  wwee  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbeeccoommee”” ..      
 

Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen und Kameradschaft, 
���	����������/������B�"�������������:�'���������
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The position of Vice-President seems to have floated 
among quite a few members over the years since 1973.  
It is interesting that not one Vice-President advanced to 
the position of President during these years; however 
Dorothy Birmingham served as President during the four 
years prior to becoming Vice-President. 
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The most famous 
Weihnachtsbaum 

in the world, the 
Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree in 
New York City, 
came from our 
dear friend and 
member Gertrud 
Asendorf in 
Gardiner this year. 
 

On Christmas Eve 
1931, with the 
nation mired in the 
Great Depression, 
a group of con-
struction workers 

erected a 20-ft. tree on what would become one of 
the city's greatest architectural monuments. The 
men had cause to celebrate, they were about to get 
paid.  Two years later, Rockefeller Center held the 
first official tree-lighting ceremony. 
 

The 78-foot-tall, ten-ton Norway spruce was 
recently cut, wrapped and shipped, decorated, and 
lit for the world to see and enjoy.   
 

Gertrud is the widow of 
Albert Asendorf.  They 
were both staunch 
members of Die 
Bergvagabunden Schuh-
plattler for many years 
where Gertrude served as 
Trachtenmutter.  Gertrud 
sang with our chorus and 
even traveled with us to 
Germany.   
 

She lives with her son 
Albert; they share their 
tree to encourage us all 
to celebrate and 
commemorate the 
birth of Christ with 
wishes of Peace and 
Joy in the New Year. 
 

Vielen Dank! Gertrude & Albert 
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Vielen Dank! 
 

THANK YOU to our SPONSORS who have so generously 
underwritten this Newsletter.  If you have enjoyed this newsletter 
please consider a small donation to help us offset the costs of 
printing and delivery by mail.  You may also consider: 
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3 Issues @ $25.00 per year 
2” x 3½” 

(Your Business Card) 
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President  Hildegard Edling 
Vice President  Jefferson Davis 
Recording Secretary Alina Nitzschner 
Correspondence Sec Christa Scheitz 
Treasurer  Angela Hartrum 
Financial Secretary Annemarie Harms 
Archivist/Historian Hildegard Edling 
Trustee 2016  Annemarie Harms 
Trustee 2017  Walter Bruchholz 
Trustee 2018  Chris Kohler 
Honorary President Dorothy Birmingham 
Honorary President John Bruening 
Honorary President Herman Koelmel 
Honorary President Ernest Mann 
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Bar   John Bruening 
Good & Welfare Marion Hohn 
House   W.Vogt/R. Edling 
Scholarship    

  

NNeewwsslleett tteerr   SSttaaff ff ::   
Editor   Hermann Koelmel 
Transcription  Christa Scheitz 
Talent Corner   Hildegard Edling 
Archives  Hildegard Edling 
Introducing  Doris Vogt 
Reporters  Club Members 
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Music Director Dr. Dorcinda Knauth 
Asst. Music Director Sherry Thomas 

Music Chairs Donna Stegner - Hildegard Edling 

 

2016  Events  
 

JJaann  1100  PPiizzzzaa  PPaarr ttyy  &&  2233  PPrriizzee  DDrraawwiinngg  
MMaarr  2200  BBrreeaakkffaasstt       88::4455  ––  1111::3300  AAMM  

AApprr   1177  CCoowwbbooyyss  &&  IImmmmiiggrraannttss    11  ttoo  44  PPMM 
 


